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BRCA1 / BRCA2 Gene Mutations

Everyone has BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes...

...and when these genes are working correctly, the produce key proteins
that help repair damaged DNA to help prevent cancer.

But when these genes have a mutation - much like a typo or spelling error
in their sequencing - the damaged, unrepaired cells may grow and divide
uncontrollably. While this mutation does not guarantee you will develop
cancer, you may have a higher lifetime risk for breast cancer, as well as
ovarian, pancreatic, and prostate cancers.

Getting Tested

A genetic test can show if your BRCA gene is working properly or has a
mutation. The tests can be done by giving a blood or saliva sample, and the
results are analyzed by a genetic counselor, who can help you understand
your specific results and risks.

Next Steps

Based on your genetic test results and family history, your medical team
will set up a schedule of screenings. These tests may involve:
e Mammograms and MRIs for breast cancer
e Pelvic exams, transvaginal ultrasounds, and a CA125 blood test for
ovarian cancer.
e Prostate-Specific Antigen (PSA) blood test and physical exams for
prostate cancer.
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